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RE: Badger Mountain Solar Energy Project, Agency Docket No. EF-210747
Dear Manager Bumpus:

As Counsel for the Environment for the Badger Mountain project, I encourage EFSEC to
develop an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) with an in-depth study of the project’s
impacts to wildlife, consideration of potential harms from a no-action decision, consideration of
alternative locations, and consideration of whether mitigation measures can reduce or
compensate for any environmental harms from building the project on the proposed site.

I. The Environmental Impact Statement Should Include Greater Study of Impacts to
Wildlife.

The Scoping Notice correctly identifies impacts to wildlife and habitat as a core focus of the
Environmental Impact Statement.! To fully assess those impacts, a more in-depth wildlife and
vegetation survey is needed. The Application included a six-day survey completed in May 2021,
but a survey conducted six days in one season does not adequately account for seasonal uses,
migratory patterns, and recent proximate wildfires that may have displaced the Greater Sage-
grouse and other species who use the area. See, e.g., Oregon Nat. Desert Ass'n v. Jewell, 840
F.3d 562, 568-571 (9th Cir. 2016) (remanding approval for wind farm for further NEPA analysis
on harm to the Sage-grouse because the agency based its conclusion on unreliable data regarding
Sage-grouse winter habitat). The survey should incorporate available telemetry data for
endangered or threatened species, some of which indicates the Sage-grouse have used adjoining
habitat east of the proposed project. See Keep the North Shore Country v. Bd. of Land & Natural

! See EFSEC, Determination of Significance and Request for Comments on Scope of Environmental
Impact Statement, (March 14, 2022).

2 See Washington Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Working Group, Washington Connected Landscapes
Project: Analysis of the Columbia Plateau Ecoregion, Appendix A.2 Connectivity for Greater Sage-






